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Reintroduction of an education watermark for  

AutoCAD 2019 and AutoCAD 2019 vertical products  

licensed by student and educators through the  

Autodesk Education Community 

 

Customer Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

1. What is changing for AutoCAD 2019 and AutoCAD 2019 vertical products 

obtained through the Autodesk Education Community? 

Autodesk® AutoCAD® 2019 and Autodesk® AutoCAD® 2019-vertical products 

licensed by students, educators and mentors or competitors in an Autodesk 

sponsored design competition through the Autodesk® Education Community 

will produce an education watermark.  This change does not apply to multi-user 

or network software deployed by educational institutions. 

 

2. What AutoCAD 2019 products contain the watermark? 

Autodesk® AutoCAD®  

Autodesk® AutoCAD® Architecture 

Autodesk® AutoCAD® Civil 3D 

Autodesk® AutoCAD® Electrical 

Autodesk® AutoCAD® for Mac 

Autodesk® AutoCAD LT® 

Autodesk® AutoCAD® LT for Mac 

Autodesk® AutoCAD® Map 3D 

Autodesk® AutoCAD® Mechanical 

Autodesk® AutoCAD® MEP 

Autodesk® AutoCAD® Plant 3D 

 

3. Why has a watermark been reintroduced to AutoCAD 2019 and AutoCAD 2019- 

vertical products? 

The education watermark will support the legitimate use of Autodesk® free 

education licenses and help ensure students and educators continue to access 

the same full-product functionality as industry professionals worldwide. 
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4. Is this a global change? 

Yes, this applies to all education licences issued to students and educators for 

AutoCAD 2019 and AutoCAD 2019 vertical products in all languages.  

 

5. When will the watermark be displayed? 

When plotting, or doing a plot preview of a drawing that was created using 

AutoCAD 2019 and/or AutoCAD 2019 vertical products licensed by students and 

educators through the Autodesk Education Community, a subtle education 

watermark will be displayed. A watermark is not displayed on drawings created 

using multi-user or network educational institution licenses. 

 

6. What does the watermark look like? 

When plotting or doing a plot preview of a drawing created using AutoCAD 2019 

or an AutoCAD 2019 vertical product licensed by students or educators through 

the Autodesk Education Community, users will see this watermark: 
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7. What in-product notification informs users of the watermark? 

When using a version of AutoCAD 2019 that displays an education watermark to 

open a drawing that was created using a commercial license of AutoCAD, the 

following task dialog is displayed: 

 

 

 

When using a commercial license of AutoCAD to open a drawing that was 

created using a version AutoCAD 2019 that displays the education watermark, 

the following task dialog is displayed: 

 

 

 

 

8. Does the education watermark display when another Autodesk software 

product is used to open a drawing? 

The AutoCAD 2019 products listed will produce the watermark, and it will persist 

in other products that consume AutoCAD drawings containing the watermark. 
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9. Will I see a warning dialog box when opening a drawing created using a 

version of AutoCAD 2019 and/or AutoCAD 2019 vertical product that displays 

the watermark in another Autodesk software product? 

No. The warning dialog box only appears in AutoCAD based products. 

 

10. If a commercial license is used to copy, paste, insert, or reference operations 

from drawings created using a version of AutoCAD 2019 and/or AutoCAD 2019 

vertical products that display the watermark, does the education watermark 

follow the parent drawing and display on other drawings in the commercial 

organization? 

No. This “spread” behaviour does not occur with AutoCAD 2019 and/or AutoCAD 

2019 vertical products. 

 

11. My college lab has AutoCAD 2019 and/or AutoCAD 2019 vertical products 

installed. I don’t see a watermark when plotting, or doing a plot preview of a 

drawing I created using the software in the lab. Why not? 

AutoCAD 2019 and AutoCAD 2019 vertical products licensed through the 

Autodesk Education Community by educational institutions and installed on the 

educational institution’s computers or devices do not contain an education 

watermark. Only educational licenses for students, educators and Autodesk 

sponsored design competition competitors and mentors produce the 

watermark. 

 

12. May I remove the education watermark in AutoCAD 2019 and/or AutoCAD 2019 

vertical products? 

It is intended that this watermark promotes legitimate use of AutoCAD software 

licensed by students and educators through the Autodesk Education 

Community and any action to bypass the watermark is a violation of your 

license terms.  

 

13. Who is eligible to license and access software through the Autodesk Education 

Community? 

Those who are eligible for free access are: 

▪ Students and educators who need the software for individual, personal 

use associated with education. Participants must study or be employed 

at a “Qualified Educational Institution” and may only use these licenses 

on a personal device for purposes directly related to learning, teaching, 

training, research, or development.   

▪ Educational institutions that need multi-user licensing for classroom or 

lab deployments to be used as part of their instruction to students. A 

“qualified educational institution” is an educational institution that has 

been accredited by an authorized governmental agency within its 
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applicable local, state, provincial, federal, or national government and 

has the primary purpose of teaching its enrolled students. This includes 

middle schools, high schools, and higher education institutions. 

▪ Autodesk-sponsored competition mentor or competitor. An Autodesk-

sponsored design competition mentor is an individual who provides 

guidance, advice, coaching, or instruction to competitors engaged in 

competing in an Autodesk-sponsored design competition. A competitor 

is a student or other individual who is registered and accepted or 

otherwise approved by a design competition organizer as a competition 

participant.  

Read more about eligibility criteria on the Autodesk Knowledge Network. 

Software and cloud-based services subject to an Education license may be used 

solely for educational purposes and shall not be used for commercial, 

professional, or any other for-profit purposes. 

 

14. How can I get a free education license for AutoCAD 2019 and AutoCAD 2019 

vertical products? 

Free education licenses for AutoCAD 2019 and AutoCAD 2019 vertical products 

are available from the Autodesk Education Community.  

 

15. Are the product features and functionality of AutoCAD 2019 and AutoCAD 2019 

vertical products licensed through the Education Community identical to 

AutoCAD 2019 and AutoCAD 2019 vertical products licensed through paid 

subscription? 

Yes, with the exception that AutoCAD 2019 and AutoCAD 2019 vertical products 

licensed by students, educators and Autodesk sponsored design competition 

mentors and competitors through education Community produce an education 

watermark.  

 

16. I have an older education version of AutoCAD and/or an AutoCAD vertical 

product installed. Can I upgrade to the AutoCAD 2019 and/or AutoCAD 2019 

vertical product release? 

Yes. If you’re still eligible to access software licensed through the Autodesk 

Education Community, simply log in to your account, and then select and install 

the latest version. 

 

17. I have an older version of AutoCAD and/or an AutoCAD vertical product 

installed. Am I required to upgrade to the AutoCAD 2019 and/or AutoCAD 2019 

vertical product release? 

No. Eligible users can access a free education license of the current product 

release and up to three versions back from the Autodesk Education Community. 

You can choose which version of the product to install. 

https://knowledge.autodesk.com/customer-service/account-management/education-program/who-can-join/eligibility-free-edu-license
https://www.autodesk.com/education/free-software/featured
https://accounts.autodesk.com/Authentication/LogOn?viewmode=iframe&ReturnUrl=%2Fauthorize%3Fviewmode%3Diframe%26lang%3Den%26realm%3Ddownload-www.autodesk.com%26ctx%3Dadsk-download-www%26AuthKey%3Df1c07a2d-429f-4fba-906c-26d3134e824a#username
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18. If I download an older version of AutoCAD and/or AutoCAD vertical products 

from the Autodesk Education Community, does it now produce a watermark? 

No. AutoCAD and AutoCAD vertical product releases 2016, 2017, and 2018 

available through the Autodesk Education Community do not produce a 

watermark. 

 

19. Will Autodesk add a watermark to other Autodesk products licensed through 

the Autodesk Education Community in the future? 

To support the legitimate use of Autodesk software licensed through the 

Education Community and ensure student access to the same software used by 

industry professionals worldwide, Autodesk is considering this action. 

 

20. I do not meet the eligibility criteria to license software through the Autodesk 

Education Community. How can I get AutoCAD software? 

To learn more and to license AutoCAD software for commercial use, contact an 

Autodesk® Authorized Reseller. Locate a reseller near you at 

autodesk.com/reseller.  

To access a free trial visit: tryautocad. 

 

 

 

*Free Autodesk software and/or cloud-based services are subject to acceptance of and 

compliance with the terms and conditions of the software license agreement or terms 

of service that accompany such software or cloud-based services. Software and cloud-

based services subject to an Educational license may be used solely for Educational 

Purposes and shall not be used for commercial, professional, or any other for-profit 

purposes. 

Autodesk, the Autodesk logo, AutoCAD are registered trademarks or trademarks of 

Autodesk, Inc., and/or its subsidiaries and/or affiliates in the USA and/or other 

countries. All other brand names, product names, or trademarks belong to their 

respective holders. Autodesk reserves the right to alter product and services offerings, 

and specifications and pricing at any time without notice, and is not responsible for 

typographical or graphical errors that may appear in this document. © 2018 Autodesk, 

Inc. All rights reserved.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.autodesk.com/reseller
http://www.autodesk.com/tryautocad
http://usa.autodesk.com/legal-notices-trademarks/
http://usa.autodesk.com/legal-notices-trademarks/
http://www.autodesk.com/company/educational-purposes
http://www.autodesk.com/company/educational-purposes

